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Chinese New Year Celebration
----- Robertand Tracy Hui

In Orange County, New York, we celebrate many holidays throughout
the year, such as Independence Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc.
There is one particular holiday, Chinese New Year, also known as the
Spring Festival, that is extremely special. Normally in a foreign
country, there isnota Chinese New Year celebration, so every year
we have to create our own Chinese community and atmosphere to
celebrate the Spring Festival.

Alotof work is required for the Chinese New Year celebration. For
example, the students in each class prepare performances that
include costumes, props, and music. There’s the task of decorating
the stage. There’s also including a meal. There are gifts and raffles.
Everyone rises to the occasion and helps, offering ideas, time and
money. The festive atmosphere gradually strengthens throughoutthe
process of preparation.

Every year, amidst the enthusiastic, helpful friends in the Chinese
community, we are able to see the couple of Robertand Tracy. Tracy
was formerly the Panda Class teacher

. Usually preparing an adorable performance for her students, this
year she was given the task of decorating two cafeterias and
corridors to heighten the festive atmosphere. She used her artistic
excellence in order to do so. She began designing weeks prior to the
eventand began decorating on the day of the party atnoon. She led
several teenagers in hanging lanterns, spreading tablecloths, and
placing centerpieces. By cleverly adding Chinese elements along
corridors and in the cafeterias, a lively atmosphere was created. 3
hours later, all the work was completed according to plan and when
the enthusiastic people arrived on the scene, eager to celebrate the
New Year. They were immediately captivated by the strong festive
atmosphere thatfilled the room, almostas if they had returned to
their hometowns. Smiles and greetings were exchanged; household
dishes were shared. It was clear that the celebration of the New Year
began in the beautifully-decorated cafeterias.

When Robert was young, artists wanted to both draw masterpieces
and write beautiful calligraphy. For 10 years, we have witnessed his
detailed paintings as a background on our stage for our celebration.
Thisyearis the Year of the Horse, and Robert produced a great work
of artfor us. Itreminds us how lucky we are to have such a skilled
painter as part of our community to create these drawings for free.
Atthis pointof the celebration, the stage layout, lighting, and sound is
also ready. After dinner, a wonderful program is delivered on stage.
Laughter echoes through the auditorium. Families are enjoying
seeing their loved ones under the spotlights. We look upon our self-
created Chinese New Year celebration with pride because itis lively
and festive.

As the performances are about to end, I walked out of the auditorium.
I walked the hallways, realizing that the decorations had been taken
down. Tracy is in the now-clean cafeteria; she took off the lanterns,
the decorations, the posters, and placed them all neatly in her boxes
to store away. | was moved at the heartbreaking sight. I asked her,
“Why didn’t you watch the program? We could’ve cleaned the
cafeterias and hallways together.” Tracy murmured, “Men are
careless. Children are mischievous. I was worried these decorations
would be ruined, and we need them for nextyear,” as she continued
to intently work.

Love Chinese culture. Love our community. Love our children.

No matter where our students leave after graduating, they will
always remember their past Chinese New Year celebrations at the
Orange County Chinese School. (Esther Chao)
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2014 OCCS Best Teacher Award
OCCS is going to reward teacher for his/her above and beyond
efforts. We recognize thattheacher is the foundation of our
Chinese School. Please nominate your teacher for this special
honor.
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An Amazing Chinese Teacher I knew—Mrs. Susan Lin
----Orange County Chinese School student Katie Luo

A) My childhood memories of Mrs. Susan Lin

I have known Mrs. Susan Lin ever since | was born. She is a family friend. I’ ve heard so much about Mrs.
Susan Lin from my mother, who is also a Chinese teacher. My mother said that Mrs. Lin is a serious teacher.
She often stays late to give her students to extra help with missed classes and homework. My first impression
ofMrs. Susan Lin was not only she was a beautiful lady, but her clothes were so clean and fashionable. My
mother told me that Ms. Lin grew up in

Taiwan. She is very kind, and very temperament. At first | did not understand what that meant, just knew
those complements were for Mrs. Lin. | remember when | was about four or five years old, my mother took
me to the Chinese school for Chinese New Year activities. My brother Kevin Luo was a programhost that
year. Kevin mentioned the dance instructor was Susan Lin several times. Therefore |1 know Mrs. Lin is not
only pretty, but also very fond ofdancing. Since | was a little girl, | knew Mrs. Lin is particularly fond ofthe
children. She always gives my brother and me a lot of tasty snacks and chocolate. And in Chinese New Year,
Mrs. Lin always gives us and other Chinese schools kids New Year red envelopes, congratulating us being
one year older. (Continued to Page 5)
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Mr. Pak Leung, a True Community Leader An Amazing Chinese Teacher I knew—MTs.

By Joseph Shih Susan Lin
If you have ever participated in any Chinese community activities in B) My view of Mrs. Susan Lin in Chinese school
Orange County, you have likely seen Mr. Pak Leung. If youare newhere  When | was about five years old, my parents took meto a
and want to: learn English, look for a place to live, solves a family problem Chinese school to begin my Chinese leaming. | had
or just find a ride, you probably know Pak quite well. Pak Leung may not  opportunitiesto meet moreteachers and more friends. At
be the firs Chinese to moveto Orange County, but he was there at the the same time, | have leamed great things about Mrs. Lin
founding of the Chinese Association, Chinese School, and Chinese from the others in Chinese school. For example Susan
Christian Church. He has been the president of the OCCA, the principal of  Lin has a great Chinese name Zhou SuWei. Since | have
the OCCS, and is still the Elder of the OCCCC. If thereis a head of the been studying in the Chinese school for a long time, |
Chinese Community, it isPak Leung. In the past 30 years, Pak has have had many different Chinese teachers for example
organized, planned, and helped out at every event sponsored by these three  Mrs. Li Na, Mrs. Tracy Wang and my mother have all
groups; | don't think he has missed a single event. While most peoplestop  taught me. | think they all are good teachers, but Mrs.
becoming involved when they reach a certain age or after their children go  Susan Lin is the only teacher who taught me how to
off to college, Pak and his family are still active in all of the Chinese dance. Mrs. Lin is very serious about teaching Chinese
community events today. folk dance. She is very patient and corrects our every
movement. My mother told me this gory: T en years ago,
Pak was born in Shanghai, China into a family of four siblings. He graduated from  because the computer network was not very developed,
Taiwan University and received his PHD from Columbia University. While Pak was Mrs. Lin spent a lot of time to leam a new dance learning
teaching in Hong Kong, he met his wife Priscilla who was attending the class he from videotape, andthen spent a lot effort to recordthe
taught. After living in Long Island and NYC, the family of three moved to Orange  music. For just a few minutes of dancing, it took Mrs. Lin
County in 1967 for Pak to take a job with Union Carbide. His son Kent was a year ~ several months to prepare it . In many occasions, when
old at the time, and his other son Ross was born soon after. Pak loves the beautiful ~ the other teachers have left the Chinese school, Mrs. Lin
serene landscape of Orange County. Priscilla opened and managed a store whilethe would stay very late to teach us to dance in school

children were young. Most people probably would not know that she is suffering hallway, or in the small cafeteria. Sometimes we have to
from MSand has been in a wheelchair, as she is always seen by Pak’s side in the stay until one o'clock in the afternoon. In life, | see some
many eventsthey are involved in. It is wonderful to witness their happy and long people do things to make money, but some people do it
lasting marriage. because they love the job. Mrs. Lin isthe second type of
person. My mom said Mrs. Lin voluntarily teaches

Pak really appreciates the fact that many of the founding members of the Orange Chinese school kids dancing without any pay, not even a
County Chinese Association who are gill active in OCCA/OCCS, are also serving  stipend for her travel , she would donate each penny to
in the OCCCC. More than involvement in the community, the Orange County our Chinese school . In addition, Mrs. Lin also spent her
Chinese Christian Church has provided a place for Chinese-speaking people to own money to help buy Chinese school dance costumes

explore issues of life and eternal truth. Every Friday night and Sunday afternoon you and headdresses. The performers are always dress in
can hear Pak's rich baritone voice leading congregation in arendition of hymnsand  beautiful costumes.

in Bible study. Many of us have leamed to love Pak’s favorite hy_mn:“I would be C) My grandmother’s view on Mrs. Susan Lin in the
true, for there are those who trust me; I would be brave, for there is much to dare; I chinese Christian Church

would be humble, for I know my weakness; | would have faith to keep the path
Christ trod”. The community here at Orange County is truly blessed to have Mr.
Leung.

My grandmother Wan Diging is 85 yearsold. She is a
very devout Christian, whether in China or the United
States , she often participated in church Bible study and
preaching activities. Since Mrs. Lin is also God’s child, |
have a lot of opportunities at home to hear grandmother
praising Mrs. Lin. My Grandma cannot speak English,

- RELAN 2014 BEHERY - and also cannot drive. It is not easy for people like my

grandma to go to church each time. Grandmother said

OCCA Free Seminar Series people at church are like brothers and sisters. They are
AMAE DM LH B ERSIKAEEEIR always willing to help the grandmother as well as other
people they know who have difficulties. For example,
(Tax Return and Asset Management) there is a woman in the Bible study activity every
FHA Tuesday. Mrs. Susan Lin often gives my grandmother
PEE (IR / CPA) and other ladies a free ride. It doesn’t matter how

. . expensive the gasoline is, she would drive them home
T CEMIB/ CPA) even if they live far away. If someone is sick, or needs
BN ( AAAFRELF/FRULSZSREK ) some help, Mrs. Lin will contact this person right away.
HH (Date):15-March-2014 (Saturday) Mrs. Lin always helps othersto st_ay.peaceful and j_oyful.
N i My grandmother saysthat Mrs. Lin is one ofthe kindest
i (Time): 10:00 -11:30 AM people inthe world. People like Mrs. Lin will have good
i1 5] (Location): OCCS peaceful life. I don’t really understand what my
grandmother mean because my Chinese is not good
enough to understand and she uses a lot of religious
terminologies. However, | believe my grandma
absolutely loves her friends in church just like her own
brothers and sisters, especially Mrs. Susan Lin.
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Our volunteers contributed great deal for a better Chinese
community in the pastyear. Toappreciate your volunteerism,
OCCA hosted an appredationdinner on February 15 2014.

Please work with usin 2014 by contributingyourideas, your time
and active participation! We look forward to your involvement!

Thank You, All Volunteers!
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--Jenny Q. Lu MD PLLC--

Welcomes new patients at ORMC Pavilion Office:

75 Crystal Run Rd.,, Ste 105, Middletown, NY 10941
Telephone: (845) 692-3542

Dr. Lu and her team have been serving this community for more than 10
years. They provide comprehensive, patient centered medical care in a
wearm nurturing environment.
Dr. Lu's office is newly equipped with a computerized Critical Care
Assessment which presents a quick and reliable supplementary
assessment of basic health risk factors, such as chronic autonomic
disorders of the
stress and the
Please call Dr. Lu's office if you are interested in:

1. Complete annual physical including Critical Care Assessment.

2. for pain and addiction

3. weight reduction and nutritional counseling.

4. Chronic disease management for Hypertension, Diabetes,
Hyperlipidemia, Migraine Headache, Asthma, Allergy, Chronic
fatigue syndrome, Menopausal syndrome and Arthritis.

5. C and i for i
Anxiety and Attention deficit disorder.
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